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DHH, DEQ LDW Secretaries Send Letter to BP outlining concerns, requesting BP
Rel ease I nformation on Di spersants

BATON ROUGE (May 8, 2010) - Secretary Al an Levine of the Louisiana Departnent of
Heal th and Hospitals, Louisiana Departnment of Environnental Quality Secretary
Peggy Hatch, and Loui siana Departnent of WIdlife and Fisheries Secretary Robert
Barham sent a letter to British Petroleumtoday outlining their concerns rel ated
to potential dispersant inpact on Louisiana's wildlife and fisheries,

environnment and public health. Oficials are also requesting BP rel ease
information on the effects of the dispersants they are using to conbat the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

The full text of the letter is bel ow
May 7, 2010

M. Tony Hayward
Chi ef Executive Oficer
Briti sh Petrol eum

Dear M. Hayward:

The BP-Transocean drilling incident and resulting oil spill has created nassive
chal l enges for BP, the federal governnment and for the State of Louisiana. W all
agree with the primary goal of protecting our sensitive coastal areas and the
health and safety of our people. W encourage you to continue naking these

i ssues the priority.

As heads of Louisiana's agencies that oversee public health, environnental
gquality and wildlife and fisheries, including the comrercial seafood and oyster

i ndustry, we have serious concerns about the lack of information related to the
use of dispersants in fighting the oil spill at and bel ow the surface of the
@ul f of Mexico, and what, if any, inpact the dispersants could have on our
people, water and air quality, as well as the wildlife, fisheries and vegetation
of Loui siana's coastline and wetl ands.

It is inportant we better understand the science behind the use of these

chem cals. Qur fishing industry will have much work to do to rebuild its brand
when the oil spill is finally contained. W nust be able to assure the public of
the safety and reliability of our seafood product, and nust be able to ensure
the viability of wildlife and vegetation along our coast. To do so, we nust have
a better understanding of the potential inpact and consequences of the use of

t hese di spersants. Sone specific questions include:

* What are the acute short-termhealth risks for humans and wildlife in
proximty of the areas to which dispersants are being applied, with respect to
t he node of delivery and concentrations bei ng used?
* What are the potential long-termeffects on humans and wildlife in areas
where di spersants are applied?
* What is the expected tineframe for the return of wildlife to pre-event |evels?
* What is the effect of dispersants on the oil and how is dispersant-treated

https://responselink.orr.noaa.gov/hotline/entries/526929 (1 of 2)5/10/2010 8:46:31 AM 6063094



ResponseL INK: Deepwater Horizon: LDHH, LDEQ, & LDWEF letter to BP re: dispersants 8 May 2010

oi |l expected to nove through Gulf waters, and what is the expected inpact on
seaf ood harvest areas to which the dispersant treated oil may have travel ed?

We al so have | onger-term questions and concerns that need to be addressed:

* What is the half-life of the dispersant chemcals in the marine environnment?
* What is BP's plan to nonitor the inpact of dispersants on the environnent,
people, and wildlife over tine?
* What resources will BP nake available to restore the wetl ands and
fisheries that may be harnmed by the di spersants?

Three days ago, in a Unified Cormand G oup neeting that included a BP
representative, Secretary Barhamrequested studies to support usage of the

di spersants. As of now, the state has not received the requested information. W
are again requesting data, analysis and studies of the effects of oil spil

di spersants used, and nost inportantly, a BP conm tnent that the dispersants
being used to fight the oil spill will not cause irreparable, short-term or

|l ong-termharmto our wetl ands, coast, environnent, marine life, wldlife or
peopl e. Please subnmit to us (1) any reports, studies or data either in BP' s
possession or conducted by BP on the inpact of dispersants, and (2) any plans BP
has to assist Louisiana in mtigating any negative effects on our environnent,
health, wildlife and fisheries.

The state is commtted to ensuring a long-termsolution is put in place to
provi de the public with confidence in the safety of our products. Qur state and
seaf ood industry nust have a long-termcommtnent fromBP to establish and
sustain an initiative to ensure this is the case.

We | ook forward to your i mredi ate response.

Si ncerely,

Al an Levi ne

Secretary, Louisiana Departnent of Health and Hospitals
Peggy Hat ch

Secretary, Louisiana Departnent of Environnmental Quality
Robert Bar ham

Secretary, Louisiana Departnent of WIldlife and Fisheries

cc: Doug Suttles, COO BP d obal (Robert ECC)

M ke Usler, Senior VP, BP Al aska Operations (Houma EQCC)

Li sa Jackson, Administrator, U 'S. Environnental Protection Agency

Thomas Frieden, MD., MP.H, Drector, US. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Mar garet Hanburg, M D., Conm ssioner, U S. Food and Drug Adm nistration
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